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Developing an Accessible Birding Inventory for the 
Central Valley: How All Birders Can Help 

 

Paul Miller, CVBC Outreach Committee Accessibility Co-Chair. 
 paul@pjmiller.com 

 

The Central Valley Bird Club’s Board of Directors recently formed an 
Outreach Committee, under the guidance of Lily Douglas and me, to develop 
protocols to strengthen inclusive birding practices within the club. Part of this 
effort focuses on identifying and documenting birding locations that are 
accessible to those with mobility challenges. A webpage will soon be 
developed on the club’s website to provide information on these accessible 
birding locations throughout the Central Valley, along with other material 
related to mobility-challenged birding. 

A considerable amount of work and time is required to identify and 
document accessible birding locations within the vast Central Valley area. We 
ask members who are interested to volunteer. I will be leading this effort. To 
date I have identified ten birding sites that have accessible trails, handicapped 
parking, and accessible restrooms. These locations are listed on the 
Sacramento Audubon webpage entitled Accessible Birding (https://
www.sacramentoaudubon.org/accessible-birding). Protocols developed by 
the newly created non-profit organization Birdability (https://
www.birdability.org/) were used for this work. 

The mission of Birdability is to assist organizations to become more 
inclusive. In association with Audubon, it has developed a GIS-based mapping 
tool to identify accessible birding locations. The Birdability Survey (Figure 1) is 
designed as a crowd-sourcing tool to identify the various accessibility features 
of a birding location including: trail surface type, grades, and the availability of 
handicap ramps, handicap parking spaces, accessible restrooms, and other 
accessibility features. 

The process of collecting these data may take many forms. Members who 
notice accessible features while they are birding can simply take photos and 
submit them. Completing a more detailed survey may take advanced 
planning. The easiest approach is to print out the survey form (https:// 
www.birdability.org/contribute-to-the-birdability-map) prior to your trip and 
budget an extra 20 minutes to complete the form. 

Completed forms can be scanned or photographed for submission. 
Completed survey forms will be reviewed, and the data will be entered into 
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the Birdability Map (https://gis.audubon.org/birdability/). A short description 
of the accessible features will be created and added to our webpage. We 
hope that club members will gather this valuable information from sites 
throughout the Central Valley and help make birding more accessible and 
inclusive for all. 

Please submit comments, photos, completed forms, or questions to me, 
at paul@pjmiller.com. 

Figure 1. First page of the five page Birdability Survey. For full survey see (https:// 
www.birdability.org/contribute-to-the-birdability-map). 


