Possible Predation of a Western Burrowing Owl by
Common Ravens
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Figure 1. Common Raven with | arge i

to be a Burrowing Owl

The canal systems of Kings County
yeaonund residents (pers. obs.) Many
the area, i ncl udTaxde tatushe r icodanmo lbtheasd g e r
and feral dogs and cats. It i s poOss
which was then opportunistcally retr
However it is also possible a raven
owl and peck the carcass to a point
single raven transported the owl el
(Corvus brachyrhynchos) are known predators of
fedglings (Assal et al . 2015, Hender
al . 2011) and raven predaton isgd antaco

species (Liebezeit and George 2002
2017) .

The increased number of ravens in
point where they may not notce ot hei
which may result in an increased ra

66 CVBC Bulletin/F a | | 201



di srupt the diurnal actvity paterns
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El evated | evels of Burrowing Owl p
are augmented by human food sources
recognized as a threat in a recent
(Gervai s et al . 2008) . Nonet hel ess
det er mi the 1impacts of increased

ne
Burrowing Owl -athat wg hepecipesxiian t he
el sewhere

Figure 2. Dor sal (above) and v

er
predated Burrowing Owl at the dr

Volume 20/Number 3 67



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

thank Jef Davis for assistng wi

natur al hi story and Susan Hagen for
LI TERATURE CI TED

Assal , T.J., c. P. Mel cher, and N. B.
Rapid Ecoregi—@massdadssmesmeneport. U.

SurveyFiOpee nRefd®0t3.22B% p. htp://dx.d
ofr20151003

California Department of Fish and Wi
publicaton. 65 pp. htp://www. dfg. ca.
Camp, R.J., R.L. Knight, H. A. L. Kni g

1993. Food habits of nestng Common R
Sout hwestern N®&thur al i st 38:163

Coates, P.S., and D.J. Del ehanty. 20
grouse nest success. Proceedi-a@s of
Gervais, J.A., D. K. Rosenber gtheneand L
cunicularia)in:Cal i f ornia Bird Species of Spe
assessment of species, subspecies, a
i mmedi ate conservaton concern in Cal
(editors). Studies of Western Birds
CA and California Department of Fish
Hall, D.B., and P.D. Greger. 2014. D
reproducton and act vaicttyw ap atde rcrmasmew iatsh
Birds -3253:.313

Hender son, L. A. 2013. Western Burrow
in California: do California ground
Jose State University. 4387. htp:/ /s
Knight, R.L., H.A.L. Knight, and R.J
use paterns in the Mojave Desert-, Ca
471.

Kristan, W.B., I1Il, and W. I Boar man
developments on Common Raven nestng
Ecol ogical ApfiFfl8atons 17:1703
Liebezeit, J.R., and T.L. George. 20
Threatened and Endangered Species in
recommendatons to reduce corvid pred
and Game, Species Conservat®r,and Re
Sacramento, CA. 103 pp.

68 CVBC Bulletin/F a | | 201


http://dx.doi.org/10.3133/ofr20151003
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/nongame/list.html
http://scholarworks.sjsu.edu/etd_theses/4387

Peebles, L.W., M.R. Conove6Groasd J.B
numbers rise following raven removal
Soci ety Bulletn doi 10. 1002/ wsb. 788
Poul i n, R.G., L.D. Todd, E. A. Haug,
Bur r owiAthgne @nicllari) inThe Birds of North A
Rodewal d, Ed.) . I thaca: Cornell Lab
of North America: hApsolUhbi bdahapecty
Webb, W. C., W.I. Boar man, and J. T. R

juvenile suradgmdntied al eshrudrsacnd@e&8.. Con

Bur r owiAthgne @nicllario) . F2Bruary 2016. Yol o
Photo © Daniel A. Brown

Volume 20/Number 3 69


https://birdsna.org/Species-Account/bna/species/burowl

