Central Valley Region Bird Highlights:
August 2009 thr ough November 2009

John Sterling, 26 Palm Avenue, Woodland, CA 95965
(jsterling@wavecable.com)

WATERBIRDS

A Ross' sGooseat Goffinet Reservoir on 19 November (DM) wasjoined
by amale Eurasian Wigeon on 28 November (DM) for one of few records
of either species for Amador County. South of Merced County, Ross's
Goose and Cackling Goose are rare in Kings County, so nine and one,
respectively, at Corcoran Reservoir on 16 November (SDS) were unex-
pected. Thesecond Central Valley andfirst Merced County record of Black
Scoter wasat the O’ Neill Forebay at thebase of San LuisReservoir Damon
10-25November (KS+). Thisimmaturemal ewas photographed and seen by
many birdersand providesone of few inland records of thiscoastal species
in northern California. Also present at thissite were aL ong-tailed Duck
from 20-27 November (ADeM +) and an immature female White-winged
Scoter from 22-27 November (JLD). Red-breasted M er ganser sare also
primarily coastal, so one at the Thermalito Afterbay in Butte County on 9
November (EP) and another at Corcoran Reservoir on 15 November (M St)
were noteworthy. A Red-necked Grebe on Corcoran Reservoir 20-27
November (ADeM+) was an overdue first Kings County record. Another
at KutrasL akeon 29 September —1 October (RBr, PH) wasearly for aninland
record and about the fourth to have been found at this Redding location in
Shasta County. An immature Brown Pelican at San Luis Reservoir in
Merced County on 25 August (PIJM) was at alocation where several were
found thepreviousyear. L east Bitternisvery local inthe Central Valley,
but with increasing restoration of marshesand summer water for wetlands,
this species may expand its distribution into new locations. One such
location, the Y olo Bypass Wildlife Area, now hasanother breeding record
with two family groups seen throughout August (L C+). Prior to 2003, this
species was unreported in Yolo County during the breeding season.

Snowy Plover sareregular breeding birdsin the Tulare Lake Basin of
Kings/Kerncounties, sothreeat the Alpaugh Irrigation District Pond on 19
August (SDS) was not surprising, but raises hope that they may start
breedingin Tulare County. Otherswerefound at theY olo BypassWildlife
Areaon 24 September (TEa), ChowchillaWTP on 15 September (CH) in
MaderaCounty, O’ Neill Forebay on 12 September (KVV) and FresnoWTP
on 20 September (PS). Therarest of the two golden-plover speciesin the
Central Valley, an American Golden-Plover wasat the O’ Neill Forebay on
26-27 September (ADeM, PIM, KV V), and another at theM odestoWTPon
27 September (JG, EC). A Pacific Golden-Plover inaflooded field along
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Figure 1. Snowy Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) at the Jersey Avenue ponds,
Kings Co., 16 November 2009.
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NevadaAvenueon 13 September (JLX) wasin KingsCounty, wherethey are
not present every year. In the foothills, a Black-bellied Plover at Salt
Springs Valley Reservoir on 21 September (JSL) was a first record of
CalaverasCounty and aW ester n Sandpiper along White Rock Road on 18
September wasafirst for MariposaCounty (JSL). A Hudsonian Godwit in
aflooded field at 6th (Dairy Avenue) and Seattle Avenuein Kings County
on 25 August (JLk) wasaccepted by the CBRC for the second Kings County
record (first waslast June) and thethird for the Central Valley (first wasin
Merced in 1983). A Marbled Godwit at the south end of Black Butte
Reservoir on 11 October (DRc+) provided arare Glenn County record asthis
speciesisdecidedly scarcenorth of Y olo County inthe Sacramento Valley.

A Ruddy TurnstoneattheVisaliaWTPinTulare County on 14 August
(JLt) wasjoined by aSander ling that afternoon (RHa). Other rare, inland
Sanderlingsincludeoneat the DavisWetlandson 11 September (SHa), one
at the Ceres WTP on 14 September (DB) in Stanislaus County, and five at
the MaderaWTP on 15 September (JCS) and one the following day (PFa),
twoattheTulareWTPon 15-17 September (JLt, SDS, RHa+) andtwo at the
GustineWTPin Merced County on 18 September (PIM). Somewhat more
regular inKings/Kern counties, aSander lingwaspresent on 14-22 Novem-
ber at the Jack Stonepond (M St). Red KnotsarerareintheCentral Valley,
but are somewhat regul ar inthe southern San Joaquin Valley, withindividu-
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Figure 2. Franklin’s Gull (Larus pipixcan) at the Fresno Wastewater Treatment
Plant, Fresno Co., 15 September 2009.
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als found this fall at the Jersey Ave ponds on 6 September (PS) in Kings
County, theFresnoWTPon 15-17 September (JCS, JSL +), the GustineWTP
in Merced County on 18-26 September (PIJM) and the Modesto WTP on 27
September (EC, JG). Stilt Sandpipers were reported at the Alpaugh
Irrigation District Pond on 6 August (JLt) in Tulare County, and in Kings
County along Pueblo Avenue on 21 August (JSy), and along 6th Avenue
on 24 September and with two there three dayslater (JLt). Thisspeciesis
rare, but regularly foundinthe TulareLakeBasinduringfall and winter. An
alternate-plumaged Dunlin at the Y olo Bypass Wildlife Area throughout
August (TEa+) may have been from the Siberian breeding population as
Eurasian subspecies migrate south prior to molting and would arrive in
August as opposed to our Dunlins, which migrate in late September into
November (andin basic plumage) (comment from JLD). Inthat samefield,
ajuvenile Red-necked Stint was found and photographed on 30 August
and 1 July (TEa, JCS+). Pending acceptanceby the CBRC, thiswould bethe
first Central Valley record of thisspeciesandthefirst lower 48 staterecord
for ajuvenileof thisspecies. Alsointhesamefield, anadult Shar p-tailed
Sandpiper waspresenton4 & 8 September (TEa, JCS, IM+). Thisisthefirst
Central Valley record of an adult Shar p-tailed Sandpiper and one of only
afewfor California.

Semipalmated Sandpipers were widely reported in the traditional
|ocations, but two at the Volta Wildlife Areaon 7 August (OsJ+) werein
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Figure 3. White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica) along the Tule River near
Corcoran, Kings Co., September 2009.

Photo © John Lockhart

Merced County where very few have been reported in years past. A Ruff
at the Stoil Pond in Tulare County on 18 September (JSL) and another at the
Fresno WTP on 20-22 September (PS, Gaw) were the only reports of this
rare, but annual Eurasian shorebird. Pector al Sandpiper isoneof thelatest
fall shorebird migrants, soanadult on 17 August (K Pa) along L onestar Road
wasearly and oneof only afew recordsfor ColusaCounty. Typical numbers
of Solitary, Pectoral, Baird’ sand Semipalmated Sandpiper swerelocated
in areas where these species have been found in recent years.
TheFranklin’sGull from July wasstill present at the DavisWTP until
5 August (RAd, ZS) and adifferent individual was at the Woodland WTP
on 5 August (ZS). Others were found at the Fresno WTP on 5 August
(Gaw), the Stoil Pond on 6 August (JLt) in Tulare County, two in flooded
fieldson Pueblo Avenuein KingsCounty on 21 August (JSy), at theMadera
WTPon 24 August (GaW), and two at the Fresno WTP (Figure 2) on 15-22
September (JCS, Gaw +). Wester n Gull isararewinter visitor throughout
the Central Valley except in the Davis/Sacramento area and at San Luis
Reservoir/O’Neill Forebay. Anadult at the O’ Neill Forebay first found on
5 August (CCo) provided one of few August recordsfor the Central Valley
of thismostly coastal resident species (and presumably the same bird was
seen throughout thefall). A sick L esser Black-backed Gull at the Jersey
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Figure 4. A Common
Ground-Dove
(Columbina passerina)
near Earlimart, TulareCo.,
on 8 August 2009.
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Avenuepondson 16-17 November (Gaw) provided thefirst Kings County
record, andfirst specimenrecordwhenit wasretrieved after itdied. Theonly
Sabine’'s Gull reports were of juveniles at the Jack Stone Pond s. of
Grangervillein Kings County on 18 September (M St) and the Tulare Lake
Basin on 26 September (JSy, RHa+). Three adult Common Terns flew
around Hanford WTP on 7 August (MSt) for one of few Kings County
recordsand an early fall record for the Central Valley. A searchof O’ Neill
Forebay on 25 August yielded a Common Tern (PJM), but on 28 August
bothaCommon andanArctic Tern (JCS, TEa) werefound. Thelatter was
photographed for the first Merced County record. Five more Common
Ternswerethereon 12 September (KVV). Least Tern breedsinsw Kings
County, but remainsrareelsewhereintheCentral VValley. Oneat theHanford
WTPon22-30 August (M St, SDS) wasanew location for Kings County and
may have been adispersing bird from its breeding grounds. Animmature
at the O’ Neill Forebay on 25 August (PIM) was afirst record for Merced
County (now recorded in all San Joaquin Valley counties).

LANDBIRDS

W hite-winged Doves made newswith oneat Jamestown on 10 Septem-
ber (AJ) for Tuolumne County’ sfirst, and another alongthe Tule River near
Corcoran (Figure 3) on 20-29 September (SDS, ADeM+) for King County’s
second. Common Ground-Dove (Figure4) continuesitsspreadintothe San
Joaquin Valley with thefirst Tulare County record of several birdsaround
orchards near Earlimart along Road 168 about 1/4 mile west of Avenue 64
on 8 August (AS) and seen for many weeks afterward. This species was
unknownfromtheCentral Valley until they werefoundinorangegrovesin
southernmost San JoaquinValley afew yearsago. A Costa’sHummingbird
inDavison 18-19 October (JT z+) provided one of few Y olo County records
of this enigmatic species that could occur in any season in the Central
Valley. Lewis sWoodpecker swerefound onthevalley floorinareaswhere
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they are often absent, including several in Kings County where they are
rare; at Hickey Park on 17 October (JLt+) and along the Tule River on 28
October (SDS). A femaleRed-naped Sapsucker comingtoayardin Solano
County several miles south of Winterson 2-7 November (DB+) was close
to Yolo County which has yet to record this species.

A Least Flycatcher at Grasslands Park south of Davison 14 September
(TEa) was the second record for that location and second documented
recordfor YoloCounty. A Gray Flycatcher thereon 11 September (JCS) was
thefirstfall recordfor Y olo County. Thisspeciesisaregular spring migrant
in the foothills and valley floor, but is extremely rare there during fall
migration. AsL east Bell’ sVireorebound and re-inhabit their former range
inthe Central Valley, weneed to keep vigilant eyesand ears open for these
birds. A singingmalealongtheTuleRiver near Portervilleon 11 September
(SDS) added to recent records from Tulare County. An overdue first for
Kings County wasthe PlumbeousVireo found along the Tule River on 30
September (JSL). It was closely followed by the second record on 23
October at the Atwell Island (JLt, SAL). Another wasin Porterville on 6
October (SDS) where previous records have occurred for Tulare County.
TheRed-eyed VireofoundinJuly wasstill singing at North Pondin Davis
on15August (CDf). San Joaguin County’ ssecond North American Dipper
wasfound on 24 October (LW+) at the M okelumne Fish Hatchery and was
joined by another on 12 November (PC). A Townsend’ sSolitairewasfound
at the Mokelumne Fish Hatchery by birders looking for the dippers on 12
November (S & DR), providing only the fifth San Joaquin County record.
SageThrasher isaregular, rarefall migrant throughthevalley andfoothills,
soindividualson Black Butte Road in TehamaCounty on 11 October (JSL),
O’ Neill Forebay on 26 September —23 October (PIM, ADeM, M S), and L odi
WTP5-6 November (S& DR, JLx) fit the known pattern of occurrence.

Y olo County’ sfifth report of a Tennessee Warbler came from north
Davispondson 28-29 September (SHa, JCS). ThefemaleNorthern Parula
foundin July wasstill at North Pondin Davison 3 August (RAd). A Black-
and-white War bler in Thousand Oaks Park in Modesto on 20 September
(EC) providedthethird Stanislaus County record. King County’ sfirst Palm
War bler wasat Hickey Park on 16 October (ADeM). Therearesurprisingly
few records of thisvagrant in the Central Valley compared to the coast. A
Blackpoll Warbler along Putah Creek near the Pedrick Road bridge on 26
September (MP) was the only one reported this fall for the region and
provided thetenth record for Y olo County. A femaleHooded Warbler at
GlenHall Park in Sacramento on 19-20 September (DKo, KT) wasoneof few
fall recordsfor theregion. A Y ellow-breasted Chat at the O’ Neill Forebay
on 18 September (PIM) and another in Davis on 26 September (SHa) were
latefall migrants.

A Summer Tanager near Winters on 7 August (VR) was unusually
early for afall vagrant and oneof few recordsfor Y olo County. Grasshopper
Sparrow is a highly local and sparse breeder in the region, and winter
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records are scarce. Thusoneat Woodbridge Road on 21 November (LHa,
DV P+) wasoneof few San Joaquin County recordsfor any seasonand only
the second fall/winter record. A Grasshopper Sparrow on 7 September
(0OsJ) wasat theedgeof the Y olo BypassWildlife Areafield wherethe Red-
necked Stint had resided a few days before. Another was at the Gustine
WTP on 26 September (PIM, ADeM) for arare migrant record for Merced
County. A Brewer’s Sparrow at the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area on 10
October (SHo) was Y olo County’ ssixthrecord. Thisspeciesismuchmore
regularly seen on the eastern side and southern end of the Central Valley,
especially during spring. The only Swamp Spar row report was from the
Jepson Prairieareaon 18 November (ADeM) in Solano County. Weusually
get afew longspursintheregioninlatefall, but theonly report received this
fall wasof two L apland L ongspur son L eopard Road in Shasta County on
9November (EP, ZS).

| greatly appreciate the summaries of hird sightings for Yolo County
generously provided by SteveHampton (SHa) and the Middl e Pacific Coast
Regional Report provided by Ed Pandolfino (EP). Other observers: Roger
Adamson (RAd),, David Bell, Ray Bruun (RBr), Eric Caine, Lyann Comrack,
ChrisConard (CCo), Pat Croft, Al DeMartini, Jon Dunn (JLD), Christopher
Dunford (CDf), Todd Easterla(TEQ), Peter Fahey (PFa), Jim Gain, ChrisHiatt,
RobHansen (RHa), LaurenHarter (LHa), PabloHerrera, Scott Hoppe (SHo),
Alvaro Jaramillo, Oscar Johnson (OsJ), Dan Kopp (DKo0), Steve Laymon
(SAL), JohnLockhart (JLt), Jim Lomax (JLx), John L uther (JSL), Jeff Mangum,
DonMarsh, Peter Metropulos (PIM), Kathy Parker (KPa), Michael Perrone,
David Rice (DRc), Steve and Dianne Rose (S & DR), Vance Russell, Ken
Schneider, Jeff Seay (JSy), Alison Sheehey, Zach Smith, Mark Stacey (M St),
John Sterling (JCS), Marie Stewart, Penny Stewart, Steve Summers(SDS),
JimTietz(JTZz), Kevin Thomas, KentVanVuren, David Vander Pluym (DVP),
LizWest, and Gary Woods(GaW),. Abbreviationsused: WTP=Wastewater
Treatment Plant; CBRC= CaliforniaBird RecordsCommittee; NWR=National
WildlifeRefuge.
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