Bakersfield (CABA)
Center 1.2 miles south of the west entrance to Hart Memorial Park
(35°24°N118°55' W)

The first Bakersfield CBC was held on 1 January 1973 under the
leadership of compiler William Goodloe. Throughout its thirty-three con-
secutive year run, the Bakersfield CBC has known just two compilers.
William Goodloe passed the reigns to me in 1986.

The centerpiece of the CBCis the 370 acre Hart Park. Many of the bird
species that winter in the San Joaquin Valley are regularly found in the park
amongst its huge collection of mature deciduous hardwood and evergreen
trees, live oaks, and expansive lawns. Two cattail-choked canals snake
through the park and the Kern River makes up its entire northern border.
Two lakes are also found in the park.

About 15 miles of the Kern River flows through the count circle. Inmany
places there are lush riparian habitats of willows and cottonwoods and
much of theriver is accessible by a bike-path. Additionally, the CBCcircle
is occupied by rolling foothills, oak woodlands, old residential areas, some
farmland (consisting of alfalfa, citrus, and grape vineyards), a 170 acre man-
made reservoir (Lake Ming), a 180 acre wastewater treatment plant, and two
miles of the steep-walled and very majestic Kern River Canyon. The
Bakersfield CBC’s northern-most apex runs tangential with the southern
edge of the currently inactive Glenville-Granite-Woody CBC.

To date 212 species of birds have been recorded on the Bakersfield CBC
and one to two new species are added annually. Inrecent years some long
overdue species such as White-faced Ibis, Black-bellied Plover, and Willet
were added. Bakersfield averages about 139 species a year. The all-time
high species count occurred in 1999 when 150 species were tallied. The
Bakersfield CBC usually leads the entire North American Continent in total
numbers of Spotted Dove and Rose-ringed Parakeet. In addition to the
regularly wintering southern San Joaquin Valley species occurring on the
CBC, the well-documented rarities found on past counts includes, but is not
limited to: Common Loon, Horned Grebe, Tundra Swan, Eurasian Wigeon,
Bald Eagle, Sandhill Crane, Ruff, Mew and Thayer’s gulls. Band-tailed
Pigeon, Vaux’s Swift, Costa’s Hummingbird (nearly annual), Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker, White-headed and Pileated woodpeckers, Eastern Phoebe,
Cassin’s Kingbird (now resident), Steller’s Jay, Clarks Nutcracker, Pygmy
Nuthatch, Blackburnian, Black-and-white, MacGillivray’s, and Wilson’s
warblers, Western Tanager, Green-tailed Towhee, Black-throated, Swamp,
White-throated, and Harris’s sparrows, and Hooded and Bullock’s orioles.

The most notable changes in the past two years are undoubtedly due
to urban growth. Much of the wide open foothills in the eastern section of
the CBC circle are giving way to housing developments. Raptor species,
particularly White-tailed Kite, Ferruginous Hawk, and Prairie Falcon are
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already becoming more difficult torecord. Some of the historically reliable
Burrowing Owl locations have been paved over as well. Asis typical of man-
made reservoirs, Lake Ming, once a thriving haven for gulls and ducks, has,
over the decades become less productive for birding. Most of the riparian
conservation efforts by the city of Bakersfield are occurring toward the
southwest, just outside of the current count circle and relocation of the CBC
circle may be a necessity in the future.

John C. Wilson

Buena Vista (CABV)
Center at west gate to Buena Vista Lake off Golf Course Road
(35°14°N,119°18° W)

As development pushed westward from Bakersfield toward Taft, I
began to be concerned that the remnants of Buena Vista Lake habitat might
disappear. In December of 1988, I informally surveyed the Buena Vista
valley and basin and found 11 LeConte’s Thrashers along the Buena Vista
wash in Valley Acres among many other species. Spurred on by reading
Grinnell and Miller’s accounts of the former lake and breeding
habitat of significant numbers of species, I contacted my friend Tyler
Conrad who was then the Ranger at the Tule Elk Reserve to determine his
interest in co-compiling a new count.

We sent in the paperwork to begin the formal survey during the
ninetieth CBC period. Centered near the west entrance to Buena Vista
Aquatic Recreation Area, the first year, 30 December 1989, was the most
successful with sixteen people in six teams in the field. Many areas were very
accessible the first year that no longer are so easy to access. Changing land
ownership and proprietary interests of land managers closed some land
permanently. And then Tyler moved on, and I was forced to as well. So, the
count struggled to continue its existence.

Over the years the count has been done officially or unofficially with
arange of participants from 2 to 20 and the number of species from 82to 117.
A total of 171 species have been seen over the years, with five new species
during the 2005/06 CBC.

Alison Sheehey
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Benicia (CABE)
Center on US Highway 680, 1 Y4 mile North of Pierce Lane
(38°08’ N, 122°06’ W)

Emerson Stoner initiated the Benicia CBC in 1930. Stoner was an
oologist who lived in Benicia and worked at the Benicia Arsenal. He was one
of the first treasurers of Point Reyes Bird Observatory and his egg collection
resides in the Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology. For many years,
Stoner ran the Benicia CBC with James Barkley and a few other friends,
amassing counts of 7,000-22,000 birds and 55-70 species. They did not do
the count every year, especially during World War II and the Korean War.
A total of 59 Benicia CBCs were held between 1930 and 2006.

In 1970 the Napa-Solano Audubon Society (NSAS) was formed and its
founding president, Frank Beyer, learned about this CBC. He and eight
others helped Stoner on the 1970 count and got permission to take it over
in 1971. Stoner continued to participate on the count until 1977. The original
center of the circle was at Pierce Station on the Southern Pacific Railroad
Line, but was moved to the present location in 1972 to avoid overlap with
the Contra Costa CBC circle. The present circle includes: all of Benicia;
Eastern Vallejo including Hunter’s Hill, the highest point in the count;
Cordelia; most of Rockville Park; all of Joice Island and parts of Grizzly
Island; Suisun Bay; and parts of Martinez at Point Edith and the former
Concord Weapons Station. Soon the number of birds rose to as high as
220,000 and the number of species ran into the 130s. Beyer found the first
Clapper and Black rails for the count and birders flocked to find a Black Rail
at Benicia State Recreational Area.

When Frank Beyer left for Bremerton, Washington, in 1979, John Lovio
took over. He initiated a more systematic approach to habitat coverage
within the circle, established regular owling parties, approached gun clubs
on Grizzly Island about access on count day, and made other changes in
count procedure. In 1984, 150 species were tallied for the first time. In 1986
Lovio took me on as a co-compiler. We worked on attracting birders from
elsewhere in the region and tried to establish two boat parties, one in Suisun
Bay and a canoe in the sloughs. Count Day was set as the first Monday of
the count period to avoid conflicts with waterfow! hunting, which occurs
onthe weekends. In 1989 John left for San Diego, soItook on Harold Connor
to help co-compile the count. The average number of participants increased
from about 45 to 70. This increase in coverage resulted in averages of 160
species and 100,000 birds. Coverage of the Martinez portion of the circle
began in this period, and more landowners were contacted concerning
access to count on private property and to provide grants to help out with
CBCexpenses. I assumed sole responsibility for compiling the countin 1993
and have been doing it ever since. The count found 170 species for the first
time in 1994 (actually, 166 on Count Day but 4 more in the count period), then
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officially hit 170 species in 2003. Heavy rains have brought down the number
of birds in recent years (the average count in the last 10 years is 115,000
individuals). It seems that at least 220 party hours are the key to getting the
numbers of individuals and species equivalent to the other counts in the
region.

So far, 222 species have beenrecorded on the Benicia CBCs. One of the
notable finds on the 2006 CBC was a Blue Jay! The Benicia CBC has lead
the nation for high counts of the following species in past years: American
Bittern, Cinnamon Teal (2 years), Greater Scaup, Common Goldeneye,
White-tailed Kite (3 years), Northern Harrier (2 years), Golden Eagle, Black
Rail (7 years), Virginia Rail (5 years), Sora, Marsh Wren (2 years), and
European Starling. Other compilers frequently inquire as to how the Benicia
count tallies so many rails. The Benicia CBC recorded the highest counts
nationwide (for the period 1900-2000) of Black Rails (25 in 1999) and Virginia
Rails (462 in 1996). Leong has found that four boat parties dispersed
throughout the aquatic portions of the count circle broadcasting taped calls
of various rail species (excluding Clapper Rail) makes for a better count. It
also is important to recognize that 1/3 of the circle is the Suisun Marsh!
Much credit is due to all the participants who have helped with past counts,
with special thanks going to Mike Rippey, who has covered the same area
since 1977, and Tim Fitzer, who has brought a cadre of counters from
Sacramento since 1986 to cover Grizzly Island. One and all are invited to
come help out on the Benicia CBC, have a hot potluck at the end of the day,
and share bird stories to last a lifetime.

Robin Leong

Caswell-Westley (CACW)
Center at confluence of Tuolumne and San Joaquin rivers
(37°36’N, 121° 10’ W)

The Caswell-Westley Christmas Bird Count was established in 1983 by
Bill Amundsen and a small but enthusiastic group of birders from Stanislaus
Audubon Society. A primary impetus for initiating this CBC was the
presence of an endangered subspecies, the Aleutian Canada Goose, then
Branta canadensis leucopareia. Thought to be extinct as recently as 1962,
by 1983 the subspecies numbered about 2700 individuals, of which 2400
were recorded on that first Caswell-Westley CBC. In the ensuing two
decades the Aleutian Canada Goose population was closely monitored by
researchers from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and other
organizations which, along with the data from the Caswell-Westley CBC,
documented a dramatic increase in its population. By 1991 the population
had increased to more than 7500, about 6000 of which were recorded on this
CBC, resulting in a change in status from endangered to threatened. At the
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time Aleutian Canada Goose was delisted in 2001 the population numbered
about 37,000 and counts as high as 30,000 had been recorded on this CBC.
Since its delisting the population has increased to approximately 70,000 and
it has been reclassified as a subspecies of the Cackling Goose, Branta
hutchinsii leucopareia.

In addition to the Aleutian Cackling Goose, 177 other bird species have
been recorded on the Caswell-Westley CBC. From a low of 117 species in
1986 to ahigh of 141 in 2000, this count has yielded averages of 131 species
over its 23 year history and 135 species for the last 10 years. Notable species
that occur fairly regularly within the count circle in winter include Pacific
Golden-Plover, Thayer’s Gull, Glaucous-winged Gull, Winter Wren, Wrentit,
California Thrasher, Black-throated Gray Warbler, Townsend’s Warbler,
and White-throated Sparrow. Recorded species that are rare or seasonally
rare for this location include Brant, Long-tailed Duck, Common Loon,
Mountain Plover, Sanderling, Glaucous Gull, Lewis’s Woodpecker,
Plumbeous Vireo, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Wilson’s Warbler, Western Tana-
ger, Harris’s Sparrow (count week), and Rusty Blackbird. Species for which
the highest national count has been recorded include Ross’s Goose,
Aleutian Cackling Goose, Northern Shoveler, Ruddy Duck, White-tailed
kite, American Coot, Black-bellied Plover, Yellow-billed Magpie, American
Pipit, Fox Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Western Meadowlark, and
House Finch.

In founding and sponsoring the Caswell-Westley CBC, Bill Amundsen
and other members of Stanislaus Audubon Society understood the impor-
tance of this area to the Aleutian Cackling Goose, other bird species, and
wildlife in general. Following seminal funding for land acquisition by the
Stanislaus and National Audubon societies, the San Joaquin River National
Wildlife Refuge was established in 1987. The refuge was established
“primarily to protect and manage wintering habitat for Aleutian Canada
geese,” a focus that has since been “expanded to include protecting other
sensitive species and restoring natural habitats and ecological processes”
(McDermond, K. [2006]. Notice of Availability of the Draft Comprehensive
Conservation Plan and Environmental Assessment for San Joaquin River
National Wildlife Refuge. Retrieved July 16, 2006 from Environmental
Protection Agency, Federal Register Environmental Documents Web site:
http://www.epa.gov/fedrggstr/EPA-IMPACT/2006/June/Day-22/
19848.htm). Acquisitions continue to increase the size of the refuge toward
its approved boundary of 12,877 acres, entirely within the Caswell-Westley
CBC countcircle. Nearly all of the refuge lands are closed to the public, but
cooperation with USFWS and major landowners makes it possible to census
large areas of the refuge on count day.

The count circle is completely within the Central Valley, mostly in
Stanislaus County with a small portion in southern San Joaquin County.
The original count circle was centered along Highway 132 near the San
Joaquin River. In 1988 the location of the center was adjusted about three
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miles southeast to the confluence of the Tuolumne and San Joaquin rivers
in order to include the Modesto wastewater treatment ponds. Approxi-
mately 75% of the count circle is orchard and croplands, 10% is pastureland,
and the remaining 15% is riparian vegetation and seasonal wetlands. Three
major rivers transect the count circle: the San Joaquin, the Stanislaus, and
the Tuolumne. Large areas of important habitat are located at Caswell
Memorial State Park, the San Joaquin River National Wildlife Refuge, and
the Modesto wastewater treatment ponds.

Following the inaugural (but unofficial) count in 1983 the Caswell-
Westley CBC has been sponsored annually by Stanislaus Audubon Soci-
ety. Bill Amundsen continued to coordinate and compile the count through
1993. Harold Reeve assumed compiler duties in 1994 and continues through
the present. Count participation has been modest but relatively consistent,
averaging 15 observers in eight parties. As a part of its sponsorship of the
Caswell-Westley CBC, Stanislaus Audubon Society has taken the unusual
step of paying the participant fees since the count’s inception. While this
will hardly offset the cost of your gasoline if you have far to travel, allow
this small benefit and the anticipation of an excellent birding experience to
motivate you to participate. Form a car pool, drive to Modesto, and make
your contribution to this cooperative census and birding event.

Harold Reeve

Chico (CACO)
Center .5 mi. south of the center of Chico (39°42’ N, 121°50° W)

The Chico CBC was initiated in 1955 by Chico State College ornithology
professor Tom Rodgers soon after he helped start Chico’s Altacal Audubon
Society chapter. On that first count there were four groups, each to make
two loops out from town. The total count was 68 species with a total of 4443
individuals. During the count’s first ten years, the number of observers
tended to be less than 10 persons and many of those people were Chico State
professors such as Robin King, Vern Oswald and Janet Turner. By 1966, the
birds seen on the Chico CBC grew to 83 species, although observer numbers
were stiil less than 15 people involved, including Steve Matteson, Lynn and
Syd Thomas. Observer numbers began to increase in the early to late 1970s
when Chico State University students like Jeanne Conry, Jan Fischer, John
Hendrickson, Kent Fickett, Steve Laymon, Tim Manolis, Peter Metropulos,
Mike and Nancy Prather, Kent Van Vuren, Bruce Webb and Ron Woodhouse
joined in and helped recruit more participants. On the 1977 count 23
observers tallied 122 species, including Oldsquaw, Sora, Long-eared Owl
and Western Flycatcher.

After 20 years of compiling the Chico CBC, Tom Rodgers turned over
the count to Jim Snowden, who was the compiler for the next 17 years. In
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1992, Richard Redmond became the count compiler. In recent years, Phil
Johnson has been the compiler.

The center of the 15-mile diameter circle is at 19th and Hemlock in south
Chico. To the west the circle extends nearly a mile past the Sacramento River
into Glenn County; to the north the circle extends beyond the municipal
airport; to the east the circle extends nearly to Ten Mile House, located in
the foothills near the southwest extremity of the Cascade Mountain range;
and to the south the circle extends south of Durham.

When the count was initiated, the population of the greater Chico area
was about 20,000 people; today more than 100,000 persons live there. Urban
sprawl has destroyed much of the open space and native habitats, near
Chico, which existedin 1955. In the 1950s Chico’s eastside was mostly sheep
and cattle grazing lands with tilled fields of winter wheat. Vernal pool
wetlands were abundant. The foothills were completely open lands. All of
these habitats are bird friendly. As decades have passed, the open spaces
have slowly filled in with shopping malls, housing tracts, big-box retailers,
and freeways. To the west, some agricultural lands that were previously
in rice and winter wheat have been converted to orchards, a trend that is
unfavorable to geese, ducks and other wetland birds. To the north, vernal
pools and grazing lands have become housing and commercial tracts. Some
of Butte Creek’s valley oak woodlands have been cleared lot by lot to make
room for development. Today most of the native habitats have been
destroyed, and orchards probably cover 80 percent or more of the farmland.

The local Altacal Audubon chapter recently celebrated 50 years of
conducting the Annual Chico Christmas Bird Count. So what have we seen
in the last 50 years? On our best counts, particularly in the past few years
we’ve observed 120 or more species of birds. Itis hard to gauge populations
of many birds accurately with this type of survey, but the data shows an
increase in raptors such as Bald Eagle, Osprey, White-tailed Kite (all
recovering victims of the DDT era). Gone are the days when a flock of
100,000 geese and 1000 Sandhill Crane might be found. Burrowing Owl
numbers are starting to drop. Then there have been the surprises — the year
Bohemian Waxwing invaded the Chico and Oroville counts; a one-legged
Brown Thrasher; Black-and-white Warbler; national high counts for Lesser
Goldfinch and Lewis’s Woodpecker; Cattle Egret, first seen in the 1980s,
and, more recently, Great-tailed Grackle have become residents.
Through all of the changes in the last 50 years, the Chico CBC has had an
exciting diversity of bird life and always presents a surprise or two.

Jim Snowden and Phil Johnson

10 CVBC Bulletin/Spring and Summer 2006




East Contra Costa County (CAEC)

Center at the intersection of Highway 4 and Sellers Avenue near the center
of the city of Brentwood

(37°54’ N, 121°40° W)

We have just completed the sixth count for East Contra Costa County
having started the countin 2000. After completing a breeding bird atlas for
Contra Costa County, headed up by Steve Glover, we realized in a fresh way
how tantalizing the eastern part of Contra Costa County is, so we contacted
the Mount Diablo Audubon Society to see if it would not only sponsor the
central county count, but also a new effort in the east county. It was more
than willing to do so.

Aware of the fast growth in the east county and the loss of habitat due
to lots of building and new homes, we wanted to begin to get some data to
establish a baseline against which to measure future changes in bird
populations. Another reason for doing this count was because three East
Bay Regional Parks, Round Valley, Big Break and Vasco Caves, are found
within the count circle (Vasco is not open to the public yet, but we have
gotten access for the count). The Los Vaqueros Reservoir has ahuge 20,000
acre watershed as well as 100,000 acre-feet of open water. Clifton Court
Forebay is another large body of water that draws unusual water birds and
large rafts of waterfowl in winter. These locations and many large open
fields that host cranes, geese, swans, egrets, etc., were all drawing us to the
idea of starting a count in the area.

The first year we had maybe 20 participants and 128 species which we
thought was pretty good. Every year has added new species and we are
getting a feel for what is to be expected and what is unusual. In our six years
we have seen a total of 175 species. Last year we had 153 species. Any count
over 150 species puts you into a small category and to have it be an inland
count makes it even more amazing. We also have had between 50,000 and
70,000 individuals on the six counts.

Even though this count is just a few miles from the edge of the Central
Contra Costa CBC, the differences in species and numbers found on the two
counts is remarkable. The huge numbers of waterfowl present on the East
Contra Costa County CBC are astounding. Thousands of several species
of ducks and geese as well as swans and Sandhill Crane are present. Bald
Eagle occurs every year at Los Vaqueros. Clifton Court Forebay has
produced its share of rarities; Brown Pelican and Caspian Tern, to name two.
Round Valley Regional Park has just enough habitat on the slope of Mount
Diablo to allow us to find birds such as Steller’s Jay, Cedar Waxwing, and
Purple Finch. The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta marshes produce Black
Rail. We have had Mountain Bluebird on the highridges above Los Vaquero
and Vesper Sparrow in open fields. There are also fair numbers of Yellow-
billed Magpie and two years ago we had the nation’s high count for
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Swainson’s Hawk. Last year was enlivened by an invasion of Lewis’s
Woodpecker. Ithink we had nearly 30 in 3 different areas. Other encour-
aging things to note are large numbers of Loggerhead Shrike, a species that
seems to be declining in much of its range. I believe we had over 150 last
year.

Even though the circle does have great birds and some wonderful
habitats, a major reason we have had such success is that we have had so
many really capable birders join us. There are so many I can’t name them
all, but Imust mention David Whipfheimer and Susan Colleta who compile
the Pt. Reyes count and who have been with us every year and have
contributed so much to the count. Maury Stern, my co-compiler, and I also
compile the Central Contra Costa CBC, so this has been a team effort these
last 6 years.

Jimm Edgar

Folsom (CAFO)

Center approximately one and one-half miles north of Highway 50 and one
mile west of the Sacramento/El Dorado County line
(38°40° N, 121°07’ W)

The Folsom Countcircle covers an interesting mix of habitats, including
open grassland, oak woodland and patches of chaparral, Folsom Lake and
its rocky shoreline, Lake Natoma, Nimbus Hatchery and the upper end of the
American River Parkway, small foothill lakes, and the suburbs of Folsom,
Orangevale, Granite Bay, El Dorado Hills, and Cameron Park. The count
includes portions of three counties: Sacramento (~60%), El Dorado (~40%),
and Placer (<10%). A large portion of the circle that includes Folsom Lake
State Recreation Area is in a fairly natural state; however, much grassland
habitat to the south and east of Folsom has been lost during the count’s
history, and more is threatened by development. Prior to the initiation of
the count, much riparian habitat was surely lost with the creation of Folsom
Lakein 1955.

The count was organized in 1978 by Sacramento Audubon with the
stated objective of documenting and tracking the changes of bird popula-
tions in this rapidly developing area. The circle was drawn to include some
of the most popular birding spots in the Sacramento region, especially
Folsom Lake, the Nimbus Hatchery, and the grasslands along White Rock
and Scott Roads south of Folsom. Truman Holtzclaw served as compiler for
the count’s first six years, and organized a solid framework that has
remained intact throughout the count’s history. In 1985, William Dillinger
took over the compiling duties and continued through the rest of the 1980s.
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June Persson began compiling the count in 1990, and handed it off to Brian
Williams in 1995, who ably compiled the count until 2000—unfortunately,
since then, some of the continuity was lost during a period that saw five
different compilers in six years.

The coverage has remained fairly constant, with many long-serving
area leaders and arange of 39 to 79 participants. Deserving notice are the
efforts of Tim Fitzer, who helped organize the count and has been an area
leader since the first year, Dave Johnson, who has counted the same area
since the first count and has kept detailed records, and June Persson, who,
in addition to compiling in the early 1990s, has been an area leader for most
of the count’s history and filled in as compiler in 1984, Obvious coverage
changes over the count’s history include the lack of the boat team that
covered Folsom Lake through 1989, loss of habitat from housing and
commercial development, lack of access to Folsom Dam Road due to
security concerns, and an increasing refusal of access to private ranches
as they are sold to development interests.

Over the count’s history, atotal of 192 species have been recorded, with
arange of 123 to 143 on a given year. According to Tim Fitzer, one of the
motivating factors for the creation of the count was to have a different set
of birds and habitat types from the Sacramento Count. Overall waterfowl
numbers and diversity for Folsom are relatively low; the species with
consistently high numbers are Canada Goose (high count of 3,404), Mallard,
Common Goldeneye (with regular Barrow’s Goldeneye), and Common
Merganser. There has been a reduction in the occurrence of diving ducks,
especially Redhead and Lesser Scaup. Redhead was annual until 1996, and
with a high count of 152, but has not been recorded since 2000. Wild
Turkeys were firstrecorded in 1981, with counts over 100 by 1990, and ahigh
count of 765 in 2004. Common Loon is annual, with a high of 22. Counts
of over 1,000 Aechmophorus grebes on Folsom Lake are not uncommon
(>90% Western Grebe). Other trends include a steady increase of Double-
crested Cormorant numbers from single digits to over 100 individuals, and
the arrival of Snowy Egret, first recorded as recently as 1990, but now can
exceed 20 individuals.

It was thought that raptor numbers would reflect the loss of habitat over
time, but at this point the data do not show a predictable trend. Species such
as Bald Eagle (only missed once), Ferruginous Hawk (missed once), Rough-
legged Hawk (missed three times), and Prairie Falcon (annual) have contin-
ued in relatively stable numbers. Even Burrowing Owl has continued
regularly, with a range of one to six individuals recorded. Perhaps a better
indicator of the overall reduction in grassland habitat is found in the
steadily declining Horned Lark and Western Meadowlark numbers. Osprey,
firstrecorded in 1990, is now regular with one to three individuals annually.

Gull numbers at Folsom Lake and the Nimbus Hatchery continue to
impress; for example, high counts of 27,000 California Gull and 100,000 Larus
sp. Mew Gull, Thayer’s Gull, and Glaucous-winged Gull are regular,
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especially inrecent years. By contrast, shorebird numbers and diversity are
very low. Both Band-tailed Pigeon and Northern Pygmy-Owl were regular
until 1994, buthaven’t beenrecorded since. Lewis’s Woodpecker is regular
invarying numbers, having been missed only five times. Hairy Woodpecker
and Steller’s Jay are both expected, having each been recorded about two-
thirds of the time. Rock Wren is found annually, with a range of 10 to 59
recorded; Canyon Wren has been found eight times. California Thrasher
is regular (missed twice), and Phainopepla is annual, with arange of 13 to
107 individuals. Aside from Orange-crowned Warbler and Yellow-rumped
Warbler, there have been surprisingly few warblers found on the count:
Black-throated Gray (twice), Townsend’s (once), Black-and-white (once),
and Common Yellowthroat (only four times). Rufous-crowned Sparrow is
annual, with a range of 15 to 69; Vesper Sparrow has been recorded on all
but ten counts; Sage Sparrow was fairly regular before it was last recorded
in 2000; Tricolored Blackbird is nearly annual (missed four times); Great-
tailed Grackle has become increasingly regular since 1998; and Purple Finch
has yet to be missed.

Species that have rarely been recorded on the Folsom Count include
Ross’s Goose (once), Eurasian Wigeon (once), Greater Scaup (three times),
Long-tailed Duck (once), Red-breasted Merganser (three times), Mountain
Quail (once), Pacific Loon (four times), Red-necked Grebe (four times),
Peregrine Falcon (four times), Sandhill Crane (twice), Glaucous Gull (twice),
Greater Roadrunner (once), Short-eared Owl (twice), Northern Saw-whet
Owl (once), Costa’s Hummingbird (six times), Western Flycatcher (once),
Western Kingbird (once), Northern Shrike (three times), Common Raven
(twice), Winter Wren (twice), American Dipper (five times), Townsend’s
Solitaire (three times), Chipping Sparrow (seven times), Swamp Sparrow
(once), Harris’s Sparrow (once), Yellow-headed Blackbird (once), Red
Crossbill (three times), Lawrence’s Goldfinch (eight times), and Evening
Grosbeak (three times).

Chris Conard

La Grange-Waterford CALW)

Center 1.5 mi. east-northeast of the junction of Route 132 and Crabtree Road
(37°39° N, 120°35° W)

Joseph Grinnell and Tracy Storer spent three days camped in eastern
Stanislaus County observing and collecting birds during early May 1919.
This was their first camp on one of several famous transects across the
Sierra Nevada through Yosemite and was located two miles southwest of
La Grange, presumably near the current site of the Basso Bridge and Joe
Domecq Wilderness Area and definitely within the La Grange-Waterford
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Christmas Bird Count circle. Among their findings were at three pairs of
LeastBell’s Vireos and a nest with one egg, laid the day they moved to their
next camp. Grinnell collected one of the male vireos.

Alot has changed within the count circle since the days of Grinnell and
Storer. The then-new Basso Bridge is now relegated to foot traffic only.
What has not changed is that eastern Stanislaus County is still a good place
for birds and birding.

Among the special bird species to be found consistently on the La
Grange-Waterford CBC is the Bald Eagle. This species played asingular role
in establishing this CBC. A group of Audubon Society members from
Stanislaus County held an annual Eagle Walk along the Tuolumne River
between the Basso Bridge and the town of La Grange. When this group split
off from Stockton Audubon in 1973 to form Stanislaus Audubon Society,
first president Rene Blondeau decided that the Eagle Walk area would be
a great place to begin a new Christmas Bird Count. The first La Grange-
Waterford CBC was organized and compiled by Blondeau and took place on
5 January 1975. A total of 83 species were reported by 35 observers in the
field, to date the largest number of participants for this CBC. Accounts
differ as to who was compiler for the second count when 94 species were
reported on 28 December 1975. Perhaps the compiler’sidentity will remain
in question as both of these counts are unofficial and their data is unpub-
lished.

The first official La Grange-Waterford CBC reported 101 species on 19
December 1976 with John Geisler of Modesto as the compiler. Geisler
continued as compiler through the 1982 count. All subsequent compilers
have also been residents of Modesto, including Bill Amundsen who
assumed compiler duties in 1983. Amundsen compiled 10 counts ending in
1992, and it is worth noting that he is the only person who has participated
in every official La Grange-Waterford CBC to date. Following Amundsen
as compilers were Jim Gain (1993-1995) and Harold Reeve (1996 -2005). In
addition to their long-term participation in this CBC, each compiler has had
an extended tenure on the Stanislaus Audubon Society board of directors.
Not coincidently, Stanislaus Audubon has sponsored this CBC from its
inception and continues to pay the participation fees for all field observers.

The La Grange-Waterford CBC s set in the grass-covered, rolling hills
that broadly edge the valley to the west of the Sierra foothills. The
Tuolumne River bisects the circle from east to west and is flanked by
substantial areas of accessible riparian woodland near La Grange and at
Turlock Lake State Park. Two large lowland reservoirs, Turlock Lake and
Modesto Reservoir, are the main bodies of still water. In the west and south
the grasslands give way to irrigated orchards and vineyards, as also
happens where the circle spills over into Merced County in the southeast.
Most of the count circle is between 150 and 400 feet in elevation but it
reaches almost 700 feet at the northeast edge where the circle suddenly tilts
upward into Tuolumne County and the Sierra foothills. Here, substantial
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blue oak savannah interspersed with dry grasslands is drained by several
seasonal creeks.

Including the Bald Eagle, atotal of 183 bird species have beenrecorded
ontheLaGrange-Waterford CBC. From alow of 82 speciesin 1977 toahigh
of 142 in 2003, this count has averaged 118 species over its 32 year history
and 134 species for the last 10 years. Species of local interest that occur
fairly regularly within the count circle in winter include Hooded Merganser,
Mountain Plover, Lewis’s Woodpecker, Winter Wren, Black-throated Gray
Warbler, Townsend’s Warbler, Vesper Sparrow, and White-throated Spar-
row. Species recorded on this count that are rare or seasonally rare for this
location include Barrow’s Goldeneye, Red-breasted Merganser, Common
Loon, White-faced Ibis, Lesser Yellowlegs, Mew Gull, Forster’s Tern,
Greater Roadrunner, Northern Pygmy Owl, “Western” Flycatcher, Eastern
Phoebe, Steller’s Jay, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher,
American Dipper, California Thrasher, Wilson’s Warbler, Western Tana-
ger, Sage Sparrow, Lark Bunting (count week) Cassin’s Finch, and Lawrence’s
Goldfinch. The La Grange-Waterford CBC has had the highest national
count for only two species: Western Meadowlark (3 years) and Brewer’s
Blackbird. '

If Grinnell and Storer revisited the La Grange-Waterford count circle
today they would undoubtedly recognize many of its features. The town of
La Grange is a little smaller and the city of Waterford much larger, but the
cattle-covered hillsides, agricultural fields, and narrow riparian corridors
continue. Certain bird populations have declined while others have in-
creased as the count results will, over time, bear out. Rivers torn up by gold
dredging are being restored for salmon spawning. Efforts initiated recently
torestore riparian corridors and improve public access to some natural areas
are ongoing. But most importantly, eastern Stanislaus County remains a
good place for birds and birding.

Were they still around, I like to think that Joe and Tracy would join us
on count day just for old time’s sake. And to see their birds again.

Harold Reeve
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Lincoln (CALC)
Center 38°52’ N 121°23’W

The Lincoln CBC s one of, if not THE newest count in the Central Valley.
Istarted it in 2002 for two main reasons: 1) to educate local residents about
the importance of this threatened landscape to wintering birds, and 2) to
document impacts of rapid urbanization on the diversity and abundance of
those birds.

This circle supports an astoundingly high concentration and variety of
wintering hawks and tens of thousands of ducks, geese and swans. We
have averaged around 130 species per count and well over 100,000 indi-
vidual birds. In past years the Lincoln count has led all 2000 North American
count circles in total numbers of Red-tailed Hawk and Western Meadowlark.

The Lincoln circle is centered a little southwest of the city of Lincoln
in western Placer County. It encompasses most of the Central Valley
portions of Placer County and takes in a bit of Sutter County as well. The
habitat is mostly annual grasslands, including a significant portion of the
Valley’s remaining vernal pool grasslands. The western part of the circle
takes in large expanses of the rice-growing areas of Placer and Sutter
Counties. These rice fields are mostly flooded in winter, providing habitat
for waterfowl and shorebirds. The circle has many creeks that cross it,
generally running from the northeast (Sierra Foothills) to the southwest.
Though highly impacted by past agricultural practices and urbanization,
some of these streams have excellent riparian corridors lined with mature
cottonwoods, alders and both valley and interior live oak. Some of the
grasslands are dotted with seasonal marshes with well-established cattail/
tule edges. The species totals for this circle are boosted by the presence of
some man-made habitats, including two sewage treatment plants
(mmmm...smells like ducks and shorebirds) and an open landfill
(mmmm...smells like gulls).

Although the circle contains some areas preserved as mitigation for
development or as hunting clubs, there is essentially no public land and no
wildlife refuges. The incredible diversity and abundance of wintering birds
we find here is supported by land that is nearly all working farmland.

Over the past several years, Placer County has been the fastest growing
county in California and west Placer County has been the site of nearly all
that growth. All projections for the future point to continued development
within the Lincoln countcircle. This is, in fact, the main reason I started the
count. I wanted to have some documentation of the specific impacts of rapid
urban development on wintering birds. Since some of this area is also slated
for preservation to mitigate for that development, I wanted to be able to track
how well that mitigation actually works.

In general, data from Christmas Bird Counts are not collected in as
rigorous a manner as most scientific publications require. The main problem
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is that data are not collected in exactly the same way year after year and, as
aresult, it is difficult to know if trends are due to changes in birds or changes
in data collection. Therefore, I have embedded within the Lincoln count
circle 42 points where more controlled data are collected. A point count is
conducted by qualified leaders at each of these points each year. My hope
is that this will allow us to track impacts of development and effectiveness
of mitigation over time. The sorts of questions we may be able to address
include: Which species are most sensitive to nearby development? How
large do grassland preserves need to be to support certain wintering
species?

If you want to see raptors of more than a dozen different species, watch
thousands of Snow Geese rising from the water and also make a contribution
to our understanding of the importance of the Central Valley to wintering
birds, consider helping out on this year’s Lincoln Christmas Bird Count.

Ed Pandolfino

Los Banos (CALS)
Center .75 mi. north of Highway 152 along Los Banos Creek
(37°04’ N, 120°53° W)

Through the thick, early morning tule fog of 30 December 1968, Clark
Blake, Edgar Bailey, Bob Bailey, and Charles Anderson peer at alarge-billed,
bulky bird resting on a dike. Immediately they recognize it as a Brown
Pelican. The four are the only participants on the inaugural Los Banos
Christmas Bird Count and they have just begun a tradition, nearly 40 years
running, of birding, censusing, and enjoying the bird life in one of the
largest and most productive wetland areas in California. Unaware of the
significance of the sighting, they did nothing to document it until regional
editor Guy McCaskie requested details from Blake. McCaskie later com-
mented on this firstrarity of the fledgling Los Banos CBC using words that
could also be used to aptly describe the birding experience on this count:
“Almost incredible.”

The next year these same four birders were joined on the count by Ivan
Barnes. Blake, Edgar Bailey, and Barnes were geologists from the Bay Area,
and during the early years of this CBC the observer parties were largely
made up of employees of the U. S. Geological Survey in Menlo Park. The
count was also something of a Bailey family affair, with father Edgar being
joined by sons Bob, Art, and Bert at various times. Blake compiled the count
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forits first two years (1968-1969, co-compilerin 1974 and 1985). Edgar Bailey
then compiled it for six years (1970-1973, 1975-1976), followed by Barnes as
compiler fortwo years (1977-1978). Virgil Frizzell, another USGS geologist,
co-compiled with Blake in 1974. For nearly two decades this Central Valley
CBC was coordinated and populated almost entirely by Bay Area birders.
Nick Story, the Berkeley birder who compiled the count for two years
following Barnes, is credited with inviting other birders from the Berkeley
area and helping to grow the count beyond its Menlo Park roots. Among
the Berkeley birders who participated was Kurt Campbell, who compiled the
count for six years (1981-1986, co-compiler with Blake in 1985). Campbeli
subsequently moved to Richmond and then Cotati and encouraged greater
participation from the East and North Bay regions.

After a one-year hiatus for the count in 1987 Art Bailey took over as
compiler. Art, along-time count participant now living in Santa Barbara,
compiled for four years (1988-1991). During this time Tim Poole, manager
of alocal duck club and later an employee of Grasslands Water District, was
instrumental in encouraging increased local participation, particularly
among federal and state wildlife management personnel. Poole became the
local coordinator for the CBC, continuing in this position through the 2004
count. In 1992, Poole invited me to compile the count, and  have continued
to compile this CBC, assisted since 2005 by John Fulton of Los Banos who
currently serves as local coordinator. Through the 1980s and 1990s the level
of participation by Central Valley birders steadily increased, accompanied
by a corresponding decrease in the numbers of participants from the Bay
Area. Stanislaus Audubon Society began official sponsorship of the count
in 1996 and continues through the present, providing financial support by
paying the participation fees for all count participants.

Including the lone Brown Pelican, atotal of 195 bird species have been
recorded on the Los Banos CBC. From alow of 68 speciesin 1968 to ahigh
of 139in 1994, this count has averaged 117 species over its 32-year history
and 132 species for the last 10 years. Species of local interest that occur
fairly regularly within the count circle in winter include Common Loon,
Horned Grebe, Peregrine Falcon, Lesser Yellowlegs, Willett, Marbled God-
wit, Forster’s Tern, Greater Roadrunner, Barn Swallow, and Yellow-headed
Blackbird. Blue-winged Teal, Greater Scaup and Western Sandpiper often
occur in larger numbers than may be expected on a Central Valley count.
Species recorded on this count that are rare or seasonally rare for this
location include Surf and White-winged scoters, Barrow’s Goldeneye, Red-
breasted Merganser, Red-throated and Pacific loons, Snowy and Semipal-
mated plovers, Sanderling, Ruff, Glaucous Gull, Black-legged Kittiwake,
Lewis’s Woodpecker, Vermilion and Ash-throated flycatchers, Cassin’s
Kingbird, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Blue-gray Gnat-
catcher, Sage Thrasher, Plumbeous Vireo, Sage Sparrow, and Lawrence’s
Goldfinch. The Los Banos CBC has had the highest national count for
eleven species: Gadwall (3 years), Northern Shoveler (4 years), Green-
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Figure 1. Central Valley Chfistmas Bird Counts (count circles not drawn to scale). Map produced by Lisa Clement, GIS coordinator, Sacramento office of EDAW, Inc.
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winged Teal (2 years), Ruddy Duck, American Bittern (5 years), White-tailed
Kite, Northern Harrier, Black-necked Stilt (2 years), Long-billed Curlew (2
years), Marsh Wren, and Tricolored Blackbird (5 years).

The Los Banos area is justifiably famous for having a large concentra-
tion of waterfowl, and the many duck clubs within the Los Banos CBC circle
are certainly a factor in attracting and sustaining large numbers of birds.
While the rapidly-growing city of Los Banos now covers nearly 10% of the
countcircle, the rest continues to be about three-fourths fields and pastures
and one-fourth wetlands. In addition to the private wetlands of the duck
clubs, the circle contains Los Banos State Wildlife Area, including the Mud
Slough and Gadwall units, Volta State Wildlife Area, Los Banos Creek
Reservoir, and the eastern portions of O’Neill Forebay and O’Neill Forebay
Wildlife Area. The count circle is primarily flat land between 100 and 150
feet in elevation, but the southwest portion of the count circle extends into
the foothills of the Diablo Range to an elevation of about 400 feet around
Los Banos Creek Reservoir and along Billy Wright Road.

What started as a Central Valley CBC populated by Bay Area birders
has continued for almost 40 years with increasing local participation. There
is some irony in the fact that the once-small town that gives the count its
name is now home to many who commute to the Bay Area for work. Most
of the count circle remains largely unchanged, however, and continues to
provide a rewarding birding experience. When asked what keeps him
coming back, one long time participant from the Bay Area summed up his
experience with these words, “It’s the birds. On this count there is always
an abundance of birds to see and always something new, all day long.”
Perhaps even another Brown Pelican. :
Harold Reeve

Author’s Note: The count described above is actually the second Los
Banos CBC. The first was held only one time, on 23 December 1952. Its count
circle centered on a point near midway between Los Banos and Gustine,
resulting in approximately 40% overlap of the two count circles. Arnold
Small was compiler, and with the collaboration of three other birders in two
parties a total of 77 species were recorded. The highlight of the count was
Merced County’s first record of Eastern Phoebe. The founders of the
current Los Banos CBC were unaware of the previous count when they
chose the location of the new count circle.
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Lost Lake-Fresno (CALL)
Center 2 mi. from southeast corner of Lost Lake (36° 57°N, 119° 42° W)

While the Lost Lake Christmas Bird Count officially began in 1970, the
history of CBCs in the Fresno area dates back to a much earlier time. John
G. Tyler, the author of Some Birds of the Fresno District (Pacific Coast
Avifaunano.9., Hollywood: Cooper Ornithological Club, 1913), conducted
countsinthe Fresnoareain 1911 and 1913-1915. Tyler and his wife counted
13 species in 1911, and achieved a high count of 23 species in 1915. The
location and size of this count area is unknown,

No further count records from the Fresno area were submitted until
1939, when Ward B. Minturn initiated the second era of Fresno CBCs.
Minturn established a circle five miles in diameter (considerably smaller
than the present-day circle sizes) with a center point at Lane’s Bridge
(Highway 41) on the San Joaquin River. Minturn submitted data for most
years from 1939 until 1957. During most of these years he was the only
observer, though in later years he was accompanied by W.J. Fitzpatrick and
another unnamed observer.

After another eight years of dormancy, the modern era of the Lost Lake
CBCbeganin 1966. In that year the newly-formed Fresno Audubon Society
announced its intention to conduct an experimental count in a circle
centered at Shaw and Clovis Avenues in the city of Clovis. The event took
place on 18 December 1966, and participants found 102 species on the day
of the count. But shortly after conducting the event, organizers discovered
that they had made a significant miscalculation. Their count area had a
radius of fifteen miles rather than a diameter of fifteen miles — resulting in
a count area four times larger than it should have been. During the years

'1967-1968 the count was scaled down to its correct size and additional
experimental counts were conducted. Participants studied the areas around
Kearney Park (west of Fresno) and Lost Lake (north of Fresno) to determine
which area would make a more productive count circle. They chose the Lost
Lake area, and one last experimental count was conducted there in 1969. The
high count numbers during this experimental period were 112 speciesin 1967
and 20,902 individual birds in 1966. While local organizers classified these
counts as “experimental,” the data were submitted to National Audubon
and are included in its official CBC database.

The Lost Lake Christmas Bird Count became official in 1970, with its center
point placed 1.2 miles north of Copper and Armstrong Avenues. It remained
there until about 1979, when it was moved three miles northwest to its current
location. The circle apparently was moved because much of the old area had
become heavily urbanized.

Since 1972 the Lost Lake CBC has never counted fewer than 118 species.
Its all-time high species count is 136, which occurred in 1986 and 1992. Total
numbers of individual birds have typically fallen into the range of 15,000-30,000
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birds. Therecord individual counts were 221,506in 2003 and 500,9601n 1996, both
the result of massive European Starling flocks in the count circle. Over the years
a total of at least 198 species have been found on the Lost Lake CBC.

The founding compiler for the Lost Lake Count was Garth Spitler, who led
the count until 1977. Rob Hansen took over compiler duties in about 1978, but
by 1985 Garth Spitler had resumed that position. Bill Mertz had become the
compiler by 1987, and he held that position until 1995. Helen George took over
the leadership from 1996 to 2000, and I have been the compiler since 2001.

The current Lost Lake Circle includes a wide variety of habitats, including
riparian, grassland, open water, oak foothills and urban. Prominent geographic
features within the circle include the San Joaquin River, Millerton Lake (formed
by Friant Dam), the McKenzie Table Mountain Preserve, Owens Mountain
(elevation 1608 feet), several urban floodwater control basins and Woodward
Park. There are several habitat preserve areas within the circle that are normally
closed to human usage, including Ledger Island, Ball Ranch (San Joaquin River
Conservancy) and the Willow Unit (California Department of Fish and Game).

Kevin Enns-Rempel

Marysville (CAMA)
Center at Seven-mile House along State Highway 20(39°12° N, 121°30°
W), near intersection with Loma Rica Road

The Marysville CBC has a long but uneven history. Carl and Julius
Mueller conducted the first Marysville CBC on 25 December 1910. This was
only the eleventh year of the CBC effort. The vast majority of the counts
conducted in those days were east of the Mississippi River, primarly in the
northeastern states. Only five CBCs were conducted in the Pacific States
that year, one in British Columbia and four in California (Buena Park,
Redlands, Santa Barbara, and Marysville). The Marysville CBC that year
was the firstever conducted in the Central Valley. The Muellers conducted
the Marysville CBC again the following year.

The species totals — 76 in the eleventh year, 100 in the twelfth — for
the Santa Barbara CBC, conducted by a small group led by famous California
ornithologist W. L. Dawson, ranked first in the nation in both years. Even
more surprising from a modern perspective is the fact that the numbers of
species seen on the Marysville CBC in these two years (53 and 60,
respectively) ranked second in the nation. Not surprising is the fact that
the Marysville CBC never again reached such nationwide status.
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For whatever reasons the Muellers never published another Marysville
CBC, and three decades would pass before the count was revived in 1942,
The count was then conducted almost annually (missing years were the 50,
55%, 56™and 59") until 1989. The driving forces behind the countin this span
were Gertrude Cable (compiler from 1942-1970) and Tunia Van den Bout,
(compiler from 1971-1989). The list of participants usually included these
two women and fromone to ten other folks associated with a small but fairly
active Yuba-Sutter Audubon Society in the 1940s to 1960s (Michael
Perrone, pers. comm.). As a result the number of parties afield typically
ranged from one to two, rarely as many as four. Occasionally either one or
both of the compilers were the sole participants on the count.

The area covered by the Marysville CBC has changed over the years.
The Muellers provided no indication of the area they covered, but presum-
ably centered their coverage on the town itself. When Cable reestablished
the count in 1942, the area covered was described as “fields and woods for
6 miles north of Marysville; 3 miles along banks of Yuba and Feather Rivers,
near junction, 1 mile south of Marysville.” The area thus described is pretty
much contained within the boundaries of the current circle. By 1950 the
center of the circle was established as the intersection of 4" and E streets
in Marysville. In 1959 the center was shifted to the “Linda District,” which
meant it was then just south of the town of Marysville, but exactly where
is unclear. The next year, the center was moved to the northeast, at the east
end of Woodruff Lane, which is only about 0.1 mi west of the current center.
However, the circle was on the move again in 1962, shifting about 2.5 mi to
the east, to the south end of Spring Valley Road. Finally, in 1963 (the 64"
CBC), the center came to rest at its current location, 6.5 mi northeast of
downtown Marysville.

The usefulness of the count data compiled by Cable and Van den Bout
is limited by acouple of factors. A variety of unlikely species were reported
on their counts over the years. Many of these, such as Brown Pelican (72"
CBC), Brandt’s Cormorant (46" CBC), Red-headed Woodpecker (47" CBC),
Ladder-backed Woodpecker (63" CBC), Blue Jay (51* CBC) and Tufted
Titmouse (51* and 61* CBCs) were most likely transcription errors (fide M.
Perrone). Forexample, Nuttall’s Woodpecker, Scrub Jay and Plain (=0ak)
Titmouse, all usually reported on the count, were not reported in the years
when Ladder-backed Woodpecker, Blue Jay and Tufted Titmice, respec-
tively, were reported, suggesting that the compiler merely wrote in the
numbers for each in the wrong space.

A more important factor that limits the value of these data was the low
level of count effort, typically five or fewer observers in one or two parties.
The highest species total achieved in the period 1942-1989 was 861in 1988,
but typical species totals were in the 50s and 60s, no doubt due to the limited
coverage possible with so few participants.

The Marysville CBC disappeared from the CBC roster after 1989, for
undetermined reasons. Attempts to contact Tunia Van den Bout subse-
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quently met with no success, and her fate or whereabouts remain unknown
to me. After a few years had passed, however, I felt the Marysville CBC
deserved to be reinstated because its true potential had never been realized
by the limited coverage it had been given in the past. The heart of the count
circle is the extensive rice-growing region known as District 10. Most of the
rice farms double as gun clubs which at times harbor concentrations of
waterfowl that rival those on state and federal wildlife areas in the Central
Valley. However the circle also contains extensive tracts of open grassland,
oak savannah, and riparian vegetation along two major rivers, the Feather
and Yuba, as well as parks and other urban habitats in Marysville itself. In
the 1990s, Jerry Tecklin discovered Black Rail populations in the many parts
of Yuba County, including some sites within the Marysville CBC circle.

In2000, I decided to bring the Marysville CBC back to life. With the help
of many folks, particularly Bruce Webb and Lynn Frink, the count rejoined
the ranks of modern Central Valley CBCs. The first year of a new century,
the Marysville CBC produced 143 species found by 29 participants, consid-
erably greater totals than on any preceding count. The next year produced
the current record for most species on the count, 146, and counts since then
havetallied from 126-137 species. Among the more exciting finds onrecent
Marysville CBCs have been first Yuba County records of Greater Scaup,
Mew Gull, Thayer’s Gull, Hooded Oriole and Lapland Longspur. Coverage
has varied from 8-29 participants/yearin 5-11 parties . The goal for the future
is to increase participation and, hopefully, break the 150 species barrier by
the hundredth year anniversary of the first Marysville CBC, in 2010.

Tim Manolis

Milburn-Fresno (CAMF)
Center at junction of Shields and Chateau Fresno avenues
(36°44° N, 119°53° W)

Sunday, 18 December 2005, saw the eleventh annual Milburn-Fresno
Christmas Bird Count, sponsored by Fresno Audubon Society. The
Milburn Unit is a California Department of Fish and Game Wildlife Area
along the San Joaquin River on the northern edge of Fresno. Originally a
gravel quarry until the early 1990s, it has since filled in with river water to
become a large pond, an ideal place for waterfowl and many other birds.

The count starts at 0700, when birders meet at the Milburn overlook,
aviewing area at the Milburn Unit. Assignments are given and people head
to their locations. Much of the morning birding is along the river, mostly
riparian areas, as well as a couple of local golf courses. Morning typically
brings a number of common as well as unusual species. Bald Eagle is usually
seen flying up or down the river (but not in 2005); Red-shouldered Hawk is
fairly common, as are Black-crowned Night Heron and Great Egret. Atthe
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Milburn Unit itself, Wood Duck is seen every year, as are Cinnamon and
Green-winged teals. Among the rarer species, a Red-breasted Merganser
was seen at the unit in 1998, and Eurasian Wigeon have been seen there on
four separate counts. At the other birding sites along the San Joaquin River,
“Yellow-shafted” Flicker has been seen twice at the Fig Garden Golf Course,
Red-breasted Sapsucker is fairly common, and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher has
been seen on several occasions, as have Red-breasted Nuthatch, California
Thrasher, Say’s Phoebe, and Loggerhead Shrike. A Brown Creeper was
seen once, in 1996, and a White-breasted Nuthatch was also seen only once,
in2003. Inthe Madera Grasslands, which is an area to the north of the river
in Madera County, huge flocks of European Starling and various blackbird
species are common, as are American Robin and Western Meadowlark. This
is where Ferruginous Hawk and Western Bluebird are sometimes seen and,
less frequently, Mountain Bluebird as well, although a flock of 37 of the
latter species, including one partial albino, was observed in 2003.

Everyone meets for lunch at the compiler’s house, whichis in the count
circle, to tally up the morning’s species are. 80to 85 species is not unusual;
in 2005 the lunch count was 84. Afterwards, everyone heads south on
Highway 99 to the Fresno Wastewater Treatment Plant on Jensen. This is
ahuge facility, close to a thousand acres, with a number of treatment ponds,
as well as several open grassy areas. Itis alocal haven for wintering ducks
and shorebirds. Numbers at the facility in 2005 included 6,900 Northern
Shoveler, 6,000 American Coot, and 3,000 Ruddy Duck, actually down from
previous years: 2003 saw 16,000 Northern Shoveler, and 1998 had almost
8,000 Ruddy Duck. Other common waterfowl at the facility include Canvas-
back, American Wigeon, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Ring-necked
Duck, and Gadwall. Flocks of shorebirds are also seen there; among those
in 2005 were Black-bellied Plover, Pacific Golden-Plover, Long-billed Dow-
itcher, American Avocet, Black-necked Stilt, Dunlin, Greater and Lesser
Yellowleg, and Least Sandpiper. On the power towers at the plant, Peregrine
Falcon has been seen the last two years, and in 2004, a “Harlan’s Hawk” was
seen at the facility. Ring-billed and California gulls are seen every year in
large flocks, and occasionally an unusual gull is seen as well, such as the
Glaucous-winged x Herring Gull hybrid in 2003.

The last stop on the Milburn Count, a grove of eucalyptus trees at
Highway 99 and Ashlan Avenue, is an American Crow roost, and they come
in by the thousands at dusk. The 2005 CBC tallied over 10,000 birds; that
was actually down from 2004, when 18,000 were recorded. Whatever the
number, it’s a good way to finish the day. When the numbers were added
up, the 2005 count totaled 102 species, with over 46,000 birds seen (the highs
are 108 species in 2002, and 61,000 birds in 1999). No really unusual birds
were seen in 2005, but everyone had a good time, helped science and nature
abit, and went home with the feeling of a day well spent and a job well done.

Larry Parmeter
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Oroville (CAOR)
Center at Upper Thermalito Bridge over the Feather River at northeast
corner of downtown Oroville (39°31’ N, 121°33° W)

The first Oroville CBC was conducted on 23 December 1961 by one
party of four members of Altacal Audubon Society - Roy Fisk (compiler),
Emilie and Jiggs Hodnette, and Tom Rodgers, ornithologist at Chico State
College and compiler of the Chico CBC. The count was centered on the
Upper Thermalito Bridge across the Feather River at the northeast corner
of town. The why and wherefore of establishing the count are lost to us,
but it seems more than coincidental that construction began that same year
on one of the most monumental undertakings of the massive California
Water Project — The Oroville Dam Complex. Perhaps the initiation of the
count was an attempt to obtain baseline data on bird populations before the
landscape of the Oroville area was drastically rearranged by this project. If
s0, it is unfortunate that this was the only “pre-dam” count conducted and
that, because only one field party was involved, it is of limited value as a
comparison to “post-dam” counts. A male Phainopepla and 10,000 Ameri-
can Robins at a winter roost were considered noteworthy on the 1961 count,
but in hindsight, more telling results may have been the few waterbirds seen:
Three ducks total (one each of Lesser Scaup, Common Goldeneye, and
Common Merganser); 12 American Coot; and a complete lack of gulis.

Eleanor Pughrevived the Oroville CBC in 1968, the year after Oroville
Dam was completed. Pugh was one of the most well-respected birders in
California at the time, having been a regional editor for both the southern
and northern Californiaregions of Audubon Field Notes over the years. Her
husband’s work with California State Parks had taken her around the state
to a variety of parks, including Morro Bay, Prairie Creek Redwoods (where
the popular spot to look for Ruffed Grouse in the state was informally named
after her — the “Eleanor Pugh Trail” — by California birders) and Mount
Diablo. Her husband was then assigned to the Lake Oroville State Recre-
ational Area created around the newly formed lake.

When she organized the 1968 count Pugh was unaware of the location
of the 1961 count circle. She established a new circle centered a half mile
southwest of the intersection of Oro Dam Boulevard and Glenn Drive, but,
when she learned of the earlier count, decided to revert back to the 1961
center, which was only about 2 miles to the west, for the 1969 CBC, and it
has remained there ever since. She compiled the count for only 2 years, and
shortly thereafter moved to a community, Lichen, in southern Oregon, but
she had built up an active cadre of birders in the Oroville area and they
carried the count on in the following years. Maxine LeClerc was the compiler
from 1970-74, with Gary Nielsen and Noel Graves trading off or sharing
compilation duties from 1975-1986. Jim Snowden was compiler from 1987-
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1990, and Richard Redmond compiled from 1991-2001. Phil Johnson has
been compiler since 2002.

As noted above, the landscape around Oroville changed considerably
from 1961 to 1968. Not only were three huge bodies of water — Lake Oroville
and the Thermalito Fore- and Afterbays — created, a state fish hatchery was
established along the Feather River just downstream from the center of the
countcircle. Extensive tracts of land around the lake, bays and the Feather
River became state wildlife areas and parks. Rafts of coots, grebes and
waterfowl crowded the large water bodies and gulls and diving ducks
congregated on the river below the fish hatchery. Waterbirds frequently
dominate the highlights of the Oroville count. Ten years after the 1961 count
(see above) the 1971 Oroville CBC tallied 18 Lesser Scaup, 72 Common
Goldeneye, 63 Common Merganser, 1280 American Coot, and 126 gulls of
three species. Among the species whose first records for Butte County were
established on the Oroville CBC are Red-throated Loon, Mew Gull, Thayer’s
Gull, and Lapland Longspur.

Tim Manolis (with assistance from Gary Nielson and Eleanor Pugh)

Peace Valley (CAPYV)
Center at the upper end of Peace Valley in the Sutter Buttes
(38°08’ N, 122°06’ W)

The Peace Valley CBC circle has existed for 33 years, but parts of the
circle were covered on two previous counts in the 1950s. These two counts
(1953 and 1955) covered Gray Lodge Wildlife Area and parts of the Sutter
Buttes and Butte Sink, and were compiled by Arnold Small. The counts were
conducted by four and five observers, respectively. To count the huge
numbers of waterfowl, they used DFG census figures the first year, and the
services of 2 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service biologists and an airplane the
second year. Species totals were modest (62 and 92), and the only species
considered unusual enough to describe was European Starling!

In 1973 the count was revived by a group of counter-culture, peace-
loving hippies, led by Bill Manolis. Was it fate or good planning that, when
he drew the circle to include all of Gray Lodge and the Sutter Buttes, the
center plunked down in a spot known as Peace Valley? Manolis’s other
tribute to alternative lifestyles came when he submitted the participant list
for that first count and used “tribal” names (Talks Brightly, Bright Doe,
Little Crow, Young Lightfoot, etc.) for some of the counters. (Folks may still
recognize one of those names in the e-mail signature of one of our club
members.) This first count was well-attended, as 29 observersrecorded 132
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species. Two of those species have still never been recorded on another
count, a Northern Parula and a Green-tailed Towhee, the latter found by Rich
Stallcup as he was entering the office at Gray Lodge where the compilation
was being held.

Manolis ran the count for three years, then Walt Anderson and I co-
compiled from 1976 to 1980. From 1981 to the present the count has been
co-compiled by Pete Sands and me. Averaging 23 observers and 129
species, the highest species total was 138 in 1996 and 2000. During the early
years the Peace Valley Count frequently recorded highest counts in the
nation for several species of waterfowl, especially Ross’s Goose, American
Wigeon, and Northern Pintail. Lack of access to parts of the Butte Sink has
prevented these high counts in recent years, but the count still sometimes
records more Eurasian Wigeon than any other count. The highest total for
that species was 87 in 1992.

Outstanding rarities are frequently recorded, also. The count is
responsible for first Sutter County records for Trumpeter Swan, Red-naped
Sapsucker, Townsend’s Solitaire, Black-throated Sparrow, and Harris’s
Sparrow, while the Northern Parula was a first for Butte County. Other fancy
finds include Tufted Duck, Barrow’s Goldeneye, Least Bittern, Northern
Pygmy-Owl, “Western” Flycatcher, Wrentit, American Tree Sparrow, Lark
Bunting, and Swamp Sparrow.

The habitat encompassed by the Peace Valley CBC circle has remained
remarkably stable. Huge acreages of public and private wetlands and
riparian areas co-exist with farm fields (mostly rice), upland oak woodlands,
and pastures. Some conversion of crops from rice and pasture to orchards
has occurred in recent years, and scattered houses continue to go up on the
lower portions of the Sutter Buttes, but all in all the count contains adiverse
collection of habitats with great potential for interesting birding finds.

Bruce Deuel
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Putah Creek (CAPC)
Center near the Pleasants Valley Road Bridge over Lake Solano
(38°29°N, 122°02° W)

The Putah Creek CBC was started in 1971 by Jerry Tangren, an
undergraduate student at UC Davis at the time and an active birder in the
Sacramento area. Jerry went off to graduate school the next year and turned
the count over to David Gaines (1972-73). The count soon became associ-
ated with the newly-fledged Yolo Audubon Society (then known as the
Davis Audubon Society). Clarence Chrisp and Phyllis Betow served as
compilers in 1974 and 1975, respectively, setting the standard for a well-run
count and careful data management. Each of the ten area leaders was given
a packet, an up-to-date data table of all the birds recorded on past CBCs in
their particular area, and guidelines for suggested coverage. Don and
Sharon Hallberg took over in 1976 and added a dedicated personal touch,
leading the count for the next 20 years.

The count was an instant success. Within four years of its inception,
it tallied 186 party-hours and 89 participants. Birders in the first few years
included Ted Beedy, David Gaines, Bill Grenfell, Tom Love, Rich Stallcup,
Dave Shuford, and Gene Trapp. Andy Engilis, Ed Harper, and Jeri Langham
were also there and have been area leaders for over 30 years. Since then,
the count has averaged approximately 150 party-hours and 70 participants,
making it one of the largest inland counts in the state.

The Hallbergs passed their labor of love on to Joan Humphrey, who was
compiler from 1996 to 2000. I took over in December 2001. In addition to the
usual tasks, the Putah Creek compilers maintain data for each of the ten
areas, including coverage by method and habitat type. A hallmark of the
count is its consistency. The count circle, the ten areas, and the packets
with historical data and instructions for area leaders remain the same as they
were 36 years ago. The area leaders, who take much of the responsibility
for running the count, scarcely change from year to year.

The count circle lies on the west side of the Sacramento Valley and was
designed to cover a variety of habitat types. It straddles Napa, Solano, and
Yolo Counties and is roughly half valley floor and half coastal range hills
covered with blue oak woodland and chaparral. It also includes the lower
portions of Lake Berryessa and all of Lake Solano, as well as Putah Creek.
The town of Winters lies wholly inside the count circle. Inrecent decades,
the northern reaches of Vacaville have creptinto the circle as well. Counters
may spend the day hiking canyons, traversing the valley floor by car,
walking the creek, boating Lake Berryessa, or canoeing Putah Creek.

The count has recorded a total of 206 species, with a high of 153 in
December 2001. Inrecent years, the Putah Creek CBC has led the nation in
Northern Pygmy-Owl, Northern (Red-shafted) Flicker, Nuttall’s Wood-
pecker, Red-breasted Sapsucker, Oak Titmouse, American Robin (with
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15,993), and Lesser Goldfinch. As can be seen from this list, the count is
excellent for woodpeckers. Pileated Woodpecker has beenrecorded 8 of the
last 10 years, and White-headed Woodpecker has been recorded twice.
The Yolo Audubon Society sponsors an excellent compilation potluck
after sundown on count day, which includes a fund-raising raffle, tall tales,
and a systematic reporting of the day’s tally, with historical averages, highs,
and lows for each species displayed on a big screen.
Steve Hampton

Red Bluff (CARB)

Center on the Sacramento River 1 mi. northeast of Ide Adobe State Historical
Monument
(40°12° N, 122°13° W)

In 1974, Steve Laymon, then living in Red Bluff, revived a CBC bearing
the name of that town. Two decades previously, a small group of local
residents, called the Mount Lassen Bird Club, had organized a Red Bluff
count during the years 1952-55. The compiler of those earlier counts,
Beatrice Nielsen, had been joined in the field by her husband, George, and
from two to twelve other birders. Apparently none of these earlier partici-
pants were involved in the revived CBC.

The earlier count had been vaguely “centered on Red Bluff” (latitude
and longitude coordinates were not published with the count results in the
mid-1950s), butin 1974 Laymon established the circle’s center on the north
edge of town at the Ide Adobe State Historical Monument. A year later he
moved it one mile northeast of that location and it has remained thus ever
since.

Although he moved out of the area a few years thereafter, Laymon
continued to compile the count (occasionally with a co-compiler) until 1996.
Murrelet Halterman compiled the count that year. David Dahnke became the
compiler in 1997 and has been the compiler ever since.

Typically, about 10-15 observers (range = 4-25) have tallied approxi-
mately 15-30thousand individuals (range = 8,243-47,579) of from 100-115
species (range = 82-126) on the Red Bluff CBC since 1974. Some of the
highlights of past CBCs include Broad-winged Hawk, Mew Gull, Black-and-
white Warbler (twice), and Lapland Longspur. This list gives some flavor
of the variety of habitats present in the count circle, including the fish-filled
waters and riparian woodland borders of the Sacramento River, foothill
woodland, orchards, and extensive tracts of pastures and grazing land.

Tim Manolis (with an assist from Steve Laymon)
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Redding (CARE)
Center in Keswick Lake 0.5 mile North of Keswick Dam
(40°37° N, 122°27°W)

The current Redding CBC was preceded by an earlier count conducted
for 10 years between 1957 and 1967. This earlier count was sponsored by
the Lassen Audubon Club, alocal, rather informal organization. Bob Todd,
achemist with Kimberly Clark Corporation, was the guiding force behind the
cluband this early CBC, until his transfer to Georgiain 1965. The count circle
was centered southwest of the current one, probably on the Cypress
Avenue bridge over the Sacramento Riverin Redding (40°34° N, 122°22° W).
Few observers participated in the early years, averaging only about 6, but
participation increased to 20 for the last two years. An average of 80 species
wasidentified, ranging from a high of 99 species in 1958 toalow of 64 in 1964.
The number of individuals observed varied widely from alow 0£ 2928 in 1964
tohighs 0f27,449in 1959 and 21,728 in 1961 as aresult of suspiciously over-
exuberant counts of Canada and Greater White-fronted Geese in those
years. This original circle being centered southeast of the current circle did
encompass many more farm ponds and, thus, more geese and swans than
does the current circle. When the Lassen Audubon Club folded in 1967 so
did this Christmas Bird Count.

In 1975, after a nine-year lapse, Steve Laymon organized the present
Redding CBC. The count center was moved northwest to encompass a
greater range of habitats. The circle includes Shasta Dam and a bit of Shasta
Lake in the North, Whiskeytown Lake in the West, Shasta College in the East
and a portion of the riparian habitat of Clear Creek in the South. Steve
Laymon was able to assemble several prominent birders, including Rich
Stallcup, David Gaines, and Dave Winkler, to augment the locals for this
initial count. The species total of 118 was a high count not reached again
until the all-time high of 129 species tallied in 1991. The most remarkable
sighting was a female Blue Grosbeak reported by Rich Stallcup. Steve
compiled the count for several years until he enrolled as a graduate student
at University of California, Berkeley. In 1977 the Wintu Audubon Society
was chartered as a chapter of the National Audubon Society and assumed
responsibility for the count with Phil Detrich as compiler. In 1982, when Phil
took a position with the Bureau of Land Management in Sacramento, I took
over and have been the compiler ever since.

I organized the count circle into 10 sectors. Observer teams were
assigned one or more sectors depending on the number of participants, but
an attempt was made to have the same observers take the same sectors each
year. Year-to-year consistency was obtained for some sectors by having
Bob and Carol Yutzy taking the Turtle Bay and Kutras Lake portions of the
Sacramento River, Red and Nancy Modeen the Sacramento River down-
stream from the Cypress Street Bridge, John Coon the south side of
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Whiskeytown Lake, and George Horn taking the Clear Creek riparian sector.
Kutras Lake contributes most of the gulls and ducks observed in the count,
including an average of 1400 Common Goldeneye and 100 Barrow’s Gold-
eneye tallied each year. Long-tailed Duck and Surf Scoter are occasionally
seen. Red-breasted Merganser, once a rarity, is often present in small
numbers. Redding has an extensive trail system including the Sacramento
River and Arboretum Trails and we have diverted some of our effort from
observing from the car along roads to walking these trails. Other critical
areas searched in the count circle are Whiskeytown Lake for Bald Eagle,
Digger Bay and South Fork Mountain roads for mountain birds, and the
riparian habitat along Clear Creek. Some of the more startling discoveries
have been a Red-throated Loon in 2002, an immature Glaucous Gull in 2005,
al.ong-eared Owlin 1978, a Costa’s Hummingbird in 1987, and a Williamson’s
Sapsuckerin 1977.

I have prepared a PowerPoint presentation illustrating population
trends for 31 years of the Redding CBC. The graphs demonstrate some
remarkable trends. Counts for Double-crested Cormorant, Great and Snowy
egrets, Turkey Vulture, and Osprey exploded in the early 1980s. Red-
shouldered Hawk counts rose steadily throughout the 30 years; whereas,
counts of California Thrasher, American Kestrel, and American Dipper
steadily declined, probably because of increasing urbanization. Over the
31-year period of the count 190 species have been recorded. The average
number of individuals counted has been 21,000.

Participant numbers have averaged 19 over the 31 years of the count
but have increased in later years, reaching an all-time high in 2005 of 27. Few
participants have come from outside of the local area, except for a few years
when Richard Redmond, John Lewis, and Phil Johnson from Altacal Audubon
Society traveled from Chico. We were fortunate to have Stuart Keith
participate several times when he lived in Redding. The number of species
tallied has been rather constant at 110 but repeated rainy days dropped the
count to about 95 species during the early 1980s.

Bill Oliver

Rio Cosumnes (CARC)

Center at the intersection of Bruceville and Eschinger roads, Southern
Sacramento County

(38°21’N, 121°25* W)

A relative youngster, the Rio Cosumnes Christmas Bird Count began
in 1995. This CBC is not sponsored by any one Audubon chapter, but is
instead sponsored by the agencies that own conservation lands in the
countcircle. Primary among them are the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
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